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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, ID 

SUBJECT: CARBON BLACK SALES 

REF: A. STATE 56314 B. JAKARTA 3205 

1 . NEW PROBLEMS. PORTNER REPORTS THAT ITEC OIL SALESMAN 
(JOSEPH DEMME) "CAME ON STRONG". REPRESENTING ITEC AS 
LARGE MARKETING COMPANY DISTRIBUTING PERT AMINA PRODUCTS. 
AMONG OTHERS, ALL OVER WORLD. CONTRACT TO BUY 140,000 
POUNDS OF PERT AMINA CARBON BLACK WAS SIGNED WITH ITEC, 
RATHER THAN WITH PERTAMINA ITSELF, AS REF B SEEMED TO 
SUGGEST. WHEN PORTNER'S BANK WENT TO OPEN L/C WITH BANK 
DESIGNATED BY ITEC (CHICAGO NATIONAL). IT WAS TOLD ITEC'S 
BALANCE WAS ONLY IN HIGH THREE RPT THREE FIGURES AND 
REFUSED TO TAKE RISK OF OPENING L/C. FURTHER CHECK WITH 
ITEC'S BANK IN BARRINGTON, ILLINOIS (FIRST NATIONAL BANK) 
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DISCLOSED SAME MODEST ACCOUNT LEVEL. DEMME EVEN OFFERED 
TO SELL PORTNER 50 TONS MONTHLY OF PERTAMINA CARBON BLACK 
ON REGULAR BASIS. 

2. ABOVE WOULD SUGGEST THAT ITEC’S "GOOD RAPPORT" WITH 
PERTAMINA MAY NOT LAST LONG. CAN EMBASSY CONFIRM WITH 
PERTAMINA THAT 140,000 POUNDS IS STILL AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
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TO PORTNER? SHOULD PURCHASE BE MADE DIRECTLY WITH PERTAMINA; 

IF SO, SHOULD PORTNER CONTACT DIRECTORATE FOR PROCESSING 
OR FOREIGN MARKETING SUBDIRECTORATE IN DIRECTORATE FOR 
GENERAL AFFAIRS? OR SHOULD PURCHASE BE MADE THROUGH 
FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVE; IF SO, WHO? 

3. DOES EMBASSY HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON 
ITEC OIL THAT MIGHT HELP PORTNER AND HIS BANK GET A 
FULLER ASSESSMENT? 

VANCE 
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